
Thank you for helping purchase 
new Anesthesia Machines

Spring 2018

Ten new anesthesia 
machines for the 
operating rooms and 
one new machine for 
the MRI will be pur-
chased, thanks to you.

More than 2,700 
donors contributed 
over $375,000 
towards the $1.3 
million purchase.  
“A big Thank You to 
all our donors who 
supported our 
Guardian Angel 
Campaign”, said 
Derek Smith,  
Foundation Chair. 
“Community sup-
port is vital to ensure 
we can purchase the needed equipment to 
offer care close to home.” Fundraising 
efforts towards the anesthesia machines 
will continue. 

Over 12,000 patients have surgery at 
the Owen Sound Regional Hospital each 
year. A vital part of the team during each 
and every surgical procedure is the anes-
thesiologist. There are ten anesthesiologists 
practicing at the Owen Sound Regional 
Hospital. During surgery they constantly 
assess the condition of the patient and 

administer drugs to maintain the correct 
level of unconsciousness. 

The new machines will offer improved 
patient safety and care. A trial of new 
machines took place in late 2017. Feedback is 
being analyzed and a vendor will be selected 
prior to the new machines being purchased. 
Before long we should see the new anesthesia 
machines in our operating rooms. 

Thank you for contributing to our 
equipment needs and investing in health 
care, right here in our community. 
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Dr. Eric Brown, Chief Anesthesiologist  with Dr. Travis Nairn, Sta� Anesthesiologist



Graham Fry, Manager of the Emergency Department  
at the Owen Sound Regional Hospital .
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Facts about the Emergency Department at the Owen Sound Regional Hospital 
With over 35,000 patient visits each year the Emergency Department (ED) is one of the busiest departments in 

the Hospital providing urgent and non-urgent patient care. ED staff assess and treat a wide range of concerns each 
day from gastrointestinal to broken bones, to stroke and everything in between.   

On December 22, 2017, with the 
help of family and friends, GBHS 
staff member Rachelle Porteous 
raised over $2,100 through a 
holiday bake sale and raffle.  
Rachelle sold a variety of fancy 
squares, cookies, cupcakes, butter 
tarts, and other sweet treats to staff, 
patients, and visitors starting at 9 
a.m. in the Owen Sound Regional 
Hospital lobby.  In the three years 
that Rachelle has been holding her 
holiday bake sale she has donated 
over $7,300 to the Cancer Centre. 
Thank you to Rachelle, her family, 
and friends who helped make the 
day a success. 

The Emergency Department: 
• Open 24 hours a day 7 days a week - the department is 
always open.

• 2 doctors are in the Department for 16 hours a day, 
with 1 from midnight until 8 am – the doctors work 8 
hour shifts.

• Up to 7 nurses all working as a team to provide care, 
working 12 hour shifts.

• Additionally many other professionals ensure the 
department functions smoothly: ward clerk, registration 
clerks, environmental services to name a few. The 
Emergency Department team has access to allied health 
professionals as well as physician consultants. 

• Provides care to patients who walk-in or arrive by 
ambulance.

• An average of 100 patients visit the ED each day; 20% 
under 18 years old.

• Approximately 10% of patients are admitted into the 
Hospital.



Amy McKinnon accepting a cheque from members of the  
Florence Nightingale Home Foundation. Also pictured is RN Gail Elliott (far left)

It’s here!

Our brand new YAG laser has arrived 
and the Ophthalmology staff and 
patients are thrilled. Thank you for 
helping to make the purchase possible. 

What is a YAG laser? It is a special 
laser used to treat a number of eye 
conditions. A laser gives out a highly 
concentrated beam of light used to 
divide membranes in the eye.

What does a YAG laser treat? After 
cataract surgery, in a small number of 
patients, clouding of the lens covering 
can occur. This cloudiness interferes 
with the light reaching the back of the 
eye, leaving sight misty or with a slight 
glare. A YAG laser capsulotomy is the 
only way to treat this condition. The 
laser is used to make an opening in the 

A new YAG Laser for the 
Owen Sound Regional Hospital 

Florence Nightingale Home Foundation   
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Your donations help save lives

cloudy lens 
allowing light to 
pass through, 
clearing vision.

The YAG laser 
also treats certain 
types of glau-
coma. A sudden 
increase in pres-
sure in the front 
of the eye due to 
an abrupt bloc-
kage of the nor-
mal circulation of the eye is called 
acute angle-closure glaucoma. The 
YAG laser puts a small hole in the iris 
to relieve pressure in the eye.

How is a YAG laser used? Treatment 
is a “walk in, walk out” procedure. 

On October 18, 2017 members of 
the Florence Nightingale Home 
Foundation, with members of the 
Georgian Chapter #186, presented 
the OSRHF a cheque for $4,000 
towards the purchase of IV Pumps. 

The Florence Nightingale Home 
Foundation was established in 1985 
to distribute proceeds from the sale 
of a home. The proceeds were invest-
ed and today income generated on 
the capital investment is donated to 

Dr. Norman Mainville and patient Paul Gatt with the new YAG laser.

various charities. 

In 1913, at a meeting of the 
Florence Nightingale Chapter in 
Brockville a $5 gold coin was 
donated with the stipulation that 
upon formation of a Grand Chapter 
in Ontario the donation be used to 
start a fund in support of an Eastern 
Star Home. More donations followed 
and an Eastern Star Home was 
established in Agincourt housing 
orphaned children. In later years the 
purpose of the home changed to house 
older members of the Order. The home 
was sold in 1975 as it was no longer a 
viable operation. 

This donation was the second 
received from the Florence Nightingale 
Home Foundation to the Owen Sound 
Regional Hospital. The first was 
received in 1987 for the purchase of an 
infant isolette. 

Because of donations like yours, this 
technology has been made available to 
our community. This YAG laser will 
allow many patients throughout Grey 
& Bruce Counties to continue seeing 
the beauty of each day.



Sisters Mary Louise Wiley and Ann Stewart holding a photo of  
their late parents.
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Willard takes on new role
Willard VanderPloeg is now working as Charitable Giving 

Advisor to promote legacy giving and assist donors in planning will 
bequests and other special gifts in support of GBHS hospitals 
including Owen Sound. 

GBHS and its Five Foundations have partnered together to help 
supporters realize their legacy plans. Willard worked from 2002-
2017 as Development Officer for the OSRHF before taking on his 
new role in January 2018. Willard will continue to work closely with 
the team at the OSRHF on legacy giving and the endowment fund. 

If you have been thinking about making a special gift, Willard is available to help you. Call 
him at 519-376-2121 ext. 2736 or email wvanderploeg@gbhs.on.ca.

The OSRHF Sta� Team:  
Ti�any Robbins, Development 
Associate, Amy McKinnon, 
Executive Director, and   
Lori Morrison, Fundraising Assistant. 

Ti�any recently joined the 
OSRHF to drive our community 
giving e�orts. Ti�any is lead for 
Foundation events and other 
community initiatives. If you are 
interested in hosting an event in 
support of the Owen Sound 
Regional Hospital Foundation 
please reach out to Ti�any. 

The team is  available to accept 
donations and answer your 
questions Monday to Friday  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m in person at 
the Hospital’s main level near 
registration or by phone.  

Phone: 519-372-3925 
e-mail: o�ce@oshfoundation.ca
twitter: @oshfoundation
Facebook.com/oshfoundation

We are here
to help.

Ann and Mary Louise, daughters of the 
late Ken Wiley, honoured his wishes by 
making a donation to the OSRHF from 
his estate. When the sisters were clearing 
out their father’s safety deposit box they 
found a note, a note with instructions to 
make a donation to the Owen Sound 
Regional Hospital. 

In December Ann and Mary Louise 

Sisters Ann and Mary Louise 
fulfill their Father’s Wishes

came together into the 
Foundation office to 
drop off the donation. 
They wrote: “Dad was 
never a patient at the 
hospital until he was 
diagnosed with cancer. 
At this time when he was 
admitted, he was truly 
grateful for the 
healthcare and services 
provided at GBHS. The 
exceptional care and 

concern from the doctors, 
nurses, and technicians 
made facing the difficult 

journey a little more bearable.

At dad’s request, this gift is to be used to 
continue the exceptional care and services.”

Ken always had a smile for everyone 
and his positive attitude was with him 
throughout his treatments at the 
Hospital. His warm and caring nature 
was passed on to his daughters. 




